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“You ought to like our eows, if it is ouly for
the pure milk they gve you.  You could not ges
that in London.”

“1 hnd forgotten that.  Well, Pl tey to Like
yoor ewwsy ab any wate § ot endeavour to be
gratefal to thew, for ¥ like nice milk.”

“Ard w you like flowers,” said Margaret,
half wondering that this nnpoetical-looking ehild
b o taste for owers and elouds.

“Oh yea,"” waa the reply given with a bright
senile, “1 am very fond of them, We nsed to
hare & Wand-case.  Wou know what o Ward-case
k& ?7!

“ Ve, and you put ferns insire.”

* Yo, bub then they were only green, and the
moiature made the glass dim”

# It waa better than nothing”

“ Yes, it was: but it was not dke a garden
full of flowers of all colours, Oh, I do so love
 garden.”

“ And T think you have a nice one now.”

“Yes, such a beauty; at least” added the
spenker, fancying she detected s smile on her
Hstener's eountenance, in the interpretation of
which she wis, however, mistaken, “it's what we
eall » beauty, because we've seen nothing of such
things in London, Pe you who are used to
8 gardgn would not think o much of it.,”

“ It would be 2 sad thing,” ssid Margaret, in
8 plemsant but grave tone, “if the more God gives
to us of pleawares the less we shounld think of them,

T shwadd be vory if T eared less for flowers
wow than I did when I was quite a little girl,
grow fonder of them every day.”

“8o do 1" replied the little Londoner, feelin
atill more ot home with the strange ludy, sn
looking at her with & timid but searching look,
Thin look seemed to say, * Could I make o friend
of you? Margaret felt the scrutiny, and bore it
quiotly, while she serutinized in return. The look
of investigation quiekly changed into one of
satisfartion on both sides, for Margaret thought
elis “would detect & warm heart and » strong pur-

ose, although the exterior promised nothing,
% ‘went on with their talk about flowers
Hll et thought it was time to pursue her
walk, So she asked the little girl to accompany
hor, whieh Liliss was very glad to do, in anticipa-
tion of more cows,

However, t% did not meet any more cows,
but soon reached Hedmbrook Farm, where the
conversation changed o eggs, butter, and other
Interesting matters, n# they seated themselves on
il}m‘hmry wooden chaits In' the ample farm

itehen. :

e

HE MISTOOK THE LIGHT!
AXD whet was the mm%zm?‘ Why, the
mm steamship in the world with a rish eargo,

4 & company of three hundred souls on board,

was wreeked, in a dark and stormy night, on the
mant dangerows part of the eoast of Treland,

The noble ship, which cost upwards of
£200,0600, lafs her port that very afternoon in fine
trim, and with every proapect of o safe and speedy
voyage, and abt nine o'clock she was thunpin
upon the rocks, the sea breaking over her witg
terrifie violrnes, and threatening o send people,
ship, and eargo to Instant destrurtion!

But how could they mistake the light? Were
the eaptain and his officers on the look-out?  Yes.
Was the chart, or map of the const, closely exa-
mined ¥ Yes. Was tﬁe eompass all right ¥ Yes,
And were the common prevautions taken to keep
the ship on her proper course #  Yes, all this was
done,

How then conld she have met with such a sad
disaster #  Why because o light appeared which
was not noted on the chart, and the eaptain was
deccived by it,  He mistook it for another lght
that was on the chart, and so, when he supposed
he was running out to sea, he was really running
in upon the breakers! How great & mistake, and
how terrible the consequences!

Every resder of these lines is sailing on a more
hazardous voyage than the * Gireat Britein” at-
tempted, and has the eommand of a nobler vessel
and » richer freight than hers, Yes, richer than
all the treasures of the world! Thousands of
plans are laid to mislead and divert him from his
course. False lights are purposely held ont to
betray him, and tides and eurrents, of almost re-
sistless power, set against him from every point of
the compass. Will he steer clear of them all ?
Shall we ses him push out into the brosd ses,
with a bright sky, a fair wind, and sails all set for
the desired haven? Will he accomplish the
voynge, and his fesrs and perils be all exchanged
for the tranguillity and joy of a happy home ?

It will depend on two things :—First, whether
he has the true chart, and takes good heed to it.
It is known as the Holy Seriptures, and it lays
down the position of every light on the voyage;
and he may be sure that any light that is not
found on that chart is to be shunned. Secondly,
whether he commits himself and the whole direc-
tion of the voyage to Him whose footsteps are on
the sea, and who rides upon the wings of the
wind. No one ever put his trust in Him and was
confounded.

Farewell, then, dear voyager! Be sober—be
vigilant——keep your chart always spread befors
you, and daily ask Him, to whose d%mcﬁon you
have committed the voyage, what course He
would have you, this day and this year, to steer.

THE BOY AND THE FIRE.

WaaT & bitterly cold day it is! Frost on the
ground, frost on the window-panes, and frost in
my poor fingers and toes! How pleasant it is to
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gee such a good blazing fire when one comes into
the room. I only wish every poor person was as
well off a8 I am this morning !

“Now, Mr, Cosl, what did you tumble off that
front bar for? I must reach the tongs and put
you back, for such & fine large piece as you are
ought not to be wasted. There, you look quite
bright and comfortable again. What do you call
yourself, Mr, Coal #°

“What do you think I am ?"

“ Are you & mineral ?”

¢TI am, and T am not.”

“XExplain such an apparent contradiction, if
you please.”

“I look like & mineral, and T possess all the
external characters of one, but I certainly used to
be a vegetable.”

“ A vegetable! You must be joking I

¢ Never more serious, I assure you.”

“Well, I cannot believe that.”

“You can do as you please about believing it,
but it is quite correct.”

“How shall I know it is correct ?”

“If you were to examine me by the microscope,
and by chemistry, you would find that I should
turn out to be vegetable matter, and nothing else,
only changed in a very slight degree.”

“'What sort of vegetable were you, then P

“I was part of a tree which grew long, long
ago, in & huge forest.”

“ And how did you turn into coal #”

“In process of time these trees decayed, sank
into the ground, and the pressure above them, and
the heat _of the earth around them, slowly trans-
formed them into coal.”

“It would not be polite to doubt what you
#ay, but what proof is there of this P”

“The conl itself reveals this wonderful fact.
Tf you could go down into & coal-pit, you wounld
be surprised to find that the roof was covered
with vegetable remains partially converted into
coal ; leaves, branches, and stems of the most ele-
gant forms are embedded in the dark, shining
surface, hundreds of feet below the top of the
ground. Professor Buckland, who visited the
coal-mines in Bohemis, says that the most careful
imitations of living foliage upon the painted ceil-
ings of Italian palaces, sre not to be compared to
the; beautiful profusion of vegetable forms with
‘which these coal-mines were overhung.”

¢ What kind of a tree did yow come from, Mr.
Coal P

“Brom the ZLepidodendron. It had a tall,
‘scaly, branched trunk, and was seventy or eighty
feet high,”

““1 never heard of such o tree before!”

“ Which does not greatly surprise me.”

* Does it grow here now ?”

** Oh no ; some people say that not any of the

plants belonging to the period when I was born,

are now alive. But others will tell you that some |

¢m bear o resemblance to plants still in exist-
- only that they wers very gigantic in size.

There are no traces of grass, or of the innumerabls
herbs and shrubs which now make the earth so
beautiful; and the size, the form, and the whole
character of the coal-plants, lead the learned to
suppose that the climate of this part of the world
was much hotter than it is now.”

“Well, you have told me strange things, My,
Coal! Ishall often think of them as I look at my
pleasant fire, and remember how much I am in-
debted to you for such & winter comfort.”

“Yes, I am s good friend to you. I helpto
make you warm this cold weather, and to preserve
you in health by keeping your houses dry. And
my bright fire gladdens you with its cheerful blaze,
and also enables you to prepare your food nieely.
‘What would you do without me

“Now don’t be conceited, Mr, Coal. T sup-
pose I could burn wood.”

“You could. And in all new countries where
the ground is covered with forests, wood furnishes
the inhabitants with fuel ; and in older countries,
where coal has not yet been found, extensive woods
are preserved s planted for this purpese. But
this oceupies ground which might otherwise grow
corn.  And as the people multiply, the wood, as
in many parts of Germany, becomes scarce and
dear every year, and the poor suffer sadly in con-
sequence.”

“ Ah, T did not think of that.”

“Besides, you have forgotten how you depend
upon e for your gas, your sfeam-engines, your
steam-boats, and your ratlways.”

“So I had, Mr, Coal. Why, the steam-engine
never could have been invented but for you!
‘What shall we do, then, when we have burne you
all up, as we must in time.”

“I don’t think you need trouble yourself about
that, There is sufficient coal, it is said, in South
‘Wales alone, to last you for the next two thousand
years.”

“That is a good thing. I suppose there are
several coal-mines in our country P”

" “They are generally spoken of in England as
coal-flelds.”

““ Why is that $”

“Probably because they were originally vast
fields or forests of vegetable growth. Coal-felds
are found in Northumberland and Durham, and
the midland counties of Derby, N ottingham, aud
Leicester. Besides these, there are others of vast
extent in Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cumberland,
‘Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, and
in North and South Wales.”

“Any in Scotland and Ireland #?

“Yes, in both. But in Scotland it is not so
abundant, nor of as good quality as in England”

“ What is it in the Emerald Isle ?”

“In Ireland the coal is excellent, but it has
not yet been worked with the same amount of -
dustry and skill.”
 Any coal abroad
“ Coal exists in many parts of the Continent;
in France, Belgium, Spain, Bohemia, some parts
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of Russls, in Greero, and novth of Cmat@mﬁmph.
It has lomg been obtained and burned in Chuna,

sugh it 15 ssid not to be of first-rate quality
there. Tvis found in many parts of Inﬁia, in
Australia, snd Van Diemen’s Land. And the
vast eontinent of Ameries sbounds with rich coal-
fields.”

* Has coal slwayy been got in England 3™

“Whether the ancient Britons made use of it
or not, I do not know 5 bat the Bomans were evi-
dently acquainted with our family, hecauze ancient
eoal-cinders have been found in ‘the walls of some
of their buildings still remaining in this country.
The first discevery of coal at Newcastle-on-Tyne
is supposed to be about 1234; but so great was
the genersl prejudice against it, that its use was
forbididen in and near London, as being *pre-
Judicial to health,) so that smiths even were
obliged to use wood. In 1400, in spite of the
geversl complaint against eoal as o public nui-
sance, it was generally burned in Londen; butit
was not in common use in England until the reign
of Charles L., 1625."

“Thank you, Mr. Cosl, for this information.
I always thought very highly of you, but now that
I know what s great blessing you are to the world,
I ghall value more than ever,”

“ And as you think of me, think how God’s
wonderful gmvi&wce is shown in preparing such
large coal-flelds for the future wants of mankind.
He not only niem his hand, and satisfies the de-
siro of every living creature, but He arranges
things beforshaud, which He knows will be need-
fal for their comfort and happineas.”

“Your daily life Hix goodness showa :
From his kind hand all blessing flowa
For all your neediul wants He cares,
And foture bliss for you prepares.
Then should not you delight to raise

To Him your joyful song of praise ¥

THINGS WORTH KNOWING.

Comtx Paren.—The manufacture of paper from
e lenves of Indian corn is becoming extensive in
Angtrie. The paper is said to be tougher than any
ol T o i, g et 1t is almoet
wholly glica, w es g
from straw so bnaﬁtlecf’ peper

Inrprrieunt Bres—Beesare not productive in
tropical zanes, beeauss the climate is 50 equable that
flowers are blooming sll the year round, and the
bee loses the mmﬁ ok of hoarding honey for a winter
that never comes, This fuct is proved gry the experi-
ment of o German who took a fow hives of bees to
Peru, where the insect had not before been known.
h v ﬂr%nb hgym : it d@W ﬁfupplyﬂgf

oney, b year by yeur it deor , until now the
bees will hardly collect any.

VALvr o8 ONE HAnLP-pENNY.~A French mae
thematician has been calonlating what would now
be the sum produced by one ~penny pub out at

fiva por cont. per annum, epmponnd interest, ot the
esmmencement of the Christian eva.  He estimates
what wonld be the value of 2 bull of solid gold, equal
in size tothe earth. He then makes the ey
atatemsont that had ene auch ball of guld fullen epel
minnte during the past eighteen hundred and M;!?kg
yewrs, the value of all these globes together woul
uit amount to 8o mueh as the sum produced by one
hfxig‘-p;:rnny at compound interest, rﬁzrin;; the sams
porod.

Tur INsger WorLD—Prosessor Agasiz says
that more than a liftime wonld be ncesssary o
ennmerate the yarious species of insects and deseribe
their appearance. Meiger, a German, collected and
deseribad six hundred apecies of flies, which ho
collected in a district of ten miles’ circumforence.
There have been collected in Europe twenty thou-
sand specieg of inseets preying on wheat. In Berlin,
two professors are engaged in collecting, observing,
and describing insects and their habits, and already
they have published five large volumes upon the
insects which attack forest trees.

Curiovs Bisres—There i3 now in & stste of
good preservation at Gottingen, s Bible written on
palm leaves, conteining 5376 leaves. Another COPY;
of the same material, 1s at Copevhagen. Therewere
also in Sir Hans Sloane’s collection more than
twenty manuseripts, in various languages, on the
same material.

MiniaTure Qaks.—If an acorn be suspended by
a piece of ecord within half an inch of the surface of
some water contained in a glass, and permitted so to
remain without disturbance for a few monthas, it will
burst, send & root into the water, and shoob upward
a straight tapering stem with benutiful Yttle green
leaves. In this way a y oak tres may be pro-
dutced on thegmnﬂeg%elfh a m:vxf,n m& hzm
interesting object. e chesnut wi o grow thus,
and mbablm.er nut-bearing trees. m waber
shvg.beo changed when the plant has ap-
peaze

IntERESTING FACTS.—So0me fomale spiders pros
duce 2000 eggs.~About thirty fresh-water sp
are discovered mnder the sea on the south of the
Persian Gulf—A wasp’s nest usually contains 15,000
og 16,0&0 cells—Thers are énx mix sel;ren gg%emﬁi‘om
of gnats in a summer, and each lays 8
There are about 9000 cells in a square foot of%‘u;&v‘
comb ; 5000 bees weigh & pound.

EDITORIAL NOTICES.

Lerrers vor THE EDrToR (the Rev. W. MeyNELL
WHITTEMORE) may be addressed to him st the
Publishers’, 24, l'yatemoster Row, London. His
best thanks are given to those kind friends who heive
been, and still are, actively canvassing on behalf of
this magazine. :

ProspeCTUSES may be had on applicationto .iher
Editor or Publishers. In writing for them, pleass
to state how many are wanted, and of which sork,
%6, whether the AppEEss To TEACHRES, or the
TerustrateD CANVASSING BILL. .
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*y® We must have a large and 1
yw*help us to secure iéugy taking * SuNsENE™
wherever you go ?



